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LITA FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

(Contact details for event organisers named 
throughout this Newsletter can be found on 

last page) 

4-6 December: Visit from ALMANSA twinners 
The programme will include a Christmas Dinner 
& Barn Dance on Sun 5 Dec in Pilley for our 
guests and all members See p. 2 for details 
Booking form enclosed with Newsletter  

8-12 December: Christmas Tree Festival 
Come along to see LITA’s Twinning Tree, and 
those of other voluntary organisations, at the 
United Reformed Church, Lymington See p. 3 for 
details  

21 January 2011: Bird-watching walk  
Led by Douglas Marcuse, followed by a Pub 
Lunch at The Gun Inn, Keyhaven See p. 6 for 
details 

11 February 2011: Lunch at MJ’s, 
Brockenhurst College Top class catering at rock 
bottom prices See p. 6 for details 

March 2011 (date to be announced): 
Fish & Chip Quiz (OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS) 
A well-established annual LITA event, always 
well attended and much enjoyed  

2-5 June 2011: LYMINGTON & DISTRICT’s 
30th ANNIVERSARY of TWINNING 
Visitors from Spain, Germany and France will be 
with us for a weekend of festivities to celebrate 
30 years of Twinning See p. 2 for details  

29 September – 3 October 2011: 
Members Trip to Mosbach See p. 4 for details 

Letter from the Chair 
The months since the June Newsletter have been 
busy ones for LITA; many thanks to all the 
members involved in organising the various 
events that we’ve enjoyed. 
Marilyn Ford and a team of helpers did a grand 
job with the summer BBQ (see p6), blessed with 
fine weather. We enjoyed a Bastille Day dinner 
at Le Blaireau, organised by Diana Hastie, and 
some had their photos published in New Forest 
Society magazine – fame at last!  

 
Malcolm Eggleton and Helen Yeulet with their 

Blaireau 'serveur'! 

Our special thanks to Sheila and John Ward for 
putting together a varied and well-coordinated 
programme for the Mosbach twinners. After the 
cancellation in April because of volcanic ash, 
they had to cope with the awful weather that 
threatened to swamp the outdoors activities of 
the re-planned visit.  (see p 4 for details) 
News of some exciting new initiatives: LITA 
participation in the Lymington Christmas Tree 
Festival; a Lymington-Vitré Schools link; and a 
Beginners’ French class are all described in this 
Newsletter.  
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There is also news of ways in which we are 
raising our profile in local communities, as 
well as of the role played by members of the 
Management Committee in initiating and 
supporting other links and informal visits 
between Lymington District and our twin towns.  
Looking forward: Dilys MacKinnon is busy 
putting together the programme for the Almansa 
visit, to include a Christmas Dinner and Barn 
Dance (Sun 5 Dec; see Almansa News for 
details).  
A Sub-committee has been hard at work making 
plans for next year’s Anniversary celebrations, 
and we are now able to give you the provisional 
Programme for the 2nd-5th June weekend:  

30th Anniversary of Twinning: 

 
Planning and provisional programme for 

2nd to 5th June 2011 

Hosting our Visitors: Many LITA members said 
they will welcome guests into their homes next 
June, but we do need more hosts. So if you are 
able to host but have not yet let Cheryl know, 
please do so ASAP. We expect more than a 
coach-load from Vitré, and about 15 visitors 
from Mosbach plus Almansa. We do not yet 
know the German and Spanish visitors’ precise 
travel plans, but the French will be arriving early 
on Thursday and departing Sunday morning.  

Provisional Programme 
Thurs 2 June: Mainly with hosts. Possibilities 
for Cream Tea, Forest Walk, guided Town Tours. 
Civic Reception at Town Hall 5.30 pm.  

Fri 3 June: Grand Day Out to the Isle of Wight 
(Red Funnel from Southampton), including visit 
to Osborne House 

Sat 4 June:  
Morning: Various activities to include the 
Market, St Barbe’s Museum, Exhibition of Twin 
Towns at Lymington Community Centre, guided 
Town Tours, Bell-ringing viewing.  
  
Sat 4 June (cont):  

Afternoon: Lymington Choral Society 
Concert with an international flavour, at All 
Saints’ Church, Woodside.  
Evening: Anniversary Dinner at the Beaulieu 
Hotel, Beaulieu Road.  

Sun 5 June:  

All-day French Market on the Quay, at which 
we hope to have a stall.  

Lymington Arts Festival 12th-18th June 2011 
The theme next year will be ‘Linkage’, to tie in 
with Lymington’s Anniversary of Twinning. We 
are hoping that some artists from our twin towns 
may contribute work for joint exhibitions of 
textiles and photography, as well as many local 
groups.  

Cheryl Blamey, LITA Chair 

 
Almansa News 

Almansa Visit 4th - 7th December  
We look forward to welcoming around 33 friends 
from Almansa during the first week of December. 
The group includes 2 students, and 11 children 
ranging in age from 3 to 16. They will be flying 
into Bristol on the Saturday, arriving in 
Lymington around 8pm, and will then be with us 
for two full days.  

On Sunday 5th December, we are planning a 
Christmas Dinner & Barn Dance at the Boldre 
War Memorial Hall in Pilley. This will also be our 
LITA Christmas event, so we hope that 
members who are not hosting as well as those 
who are will be able to come along. We are also 
inviting some non-members who are interested 
in joining LITA and were disappointed to miss 
the cancelled Talk’n’Tapas evening. This will be 
an opportunity for them to chat with members, 
to discover more about our Association and 
perhaps join; I’m sure you’ll make them 
welcome. The slide show to have been screened 
at that event will be run at the beginning of the 
evening. A flyer with booking form is enclosed 
with this Newsletter. Numbers will be limited, so 
please book early to avoid disappointment!  

On Monday we plan to take them to Winchester 
to see the Great Hall, the Cathedral, the 
Christmas Market, and possibly a museum or 
two, returning in time for an early evening Civic 
Reception at the Town Hall in Lymington. On the 
morning of Tuesday 7th December, our guests 
will leave from Southampton by train for Bath 
where they will spend that day and the next, 
returning to Alicante on the evening of the 8th 

Dilys MacKinnon 

Putting Ourselves About 

Dave Miller gave a well-received talk about LITA 
at the Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
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breakfast meeting in July. Because it was held in 
the cosy setting of the Bluebird Restaurant on the 
Quay, it was unfortunately not possible to 
present our Powerpoint slide show, but we did 
our best handing round posters and brochures 
of our Twin Towns.  

 

Simon Hacking, Dilys MacKinnon (see photo) and 
Cheryl Blamey manned a table at the 
Lymington Community Centre Open 
Afternoon for local voluntary organisations in 
September. Posters, brochures, and a laptop 
slide show provided an attractive LITA display 
that generated much interest in our activities.  

Lymington Film Society 

Films in French, German and Spanish … 

Over the past few 
years, our Social 
Secretary Diana 
Hastie has organised 
successful group 
outings to various 
cinemas for our 
members to see 
foreign language films. 
Closer to home, we 

now have the Lymington Film Society (LFS) which 
has just started its second season with an 
exciting programme of films. These show on the 
second Sunday evening of each month at the 
Community Centre.  

Members of the LFS can bring only one guest to 
each film, so it is not possible to pre-book guest 
groups. If you don't wish to become a Full 
Member, you can become as Affiliate Member for 
just £5; this entitles you to book into any film for 
just £3.50. If there is a group of LITA members 

attending a film, we could meet over a drink at 
LCC beforehand and maybe chat about the film 
afterwards. For further details of LFS, see their 
website www.lymingtonfilmsociety.co.uk 

On Sunday 14 Nov, the French-Belgian-German 
film Séraphine (2008) highly recommended by 
those who have seen it. For a review, see:  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/2009/nov/29/
seraphine-review.   

There is a German film in December, another 
French film in January, an Italian film in 
February, Spanish films in March and May, and 
a Swedish/Finnish film in April. Films are 
(almost) always subtitled so one can enjoy them 
even if the language is ‘all Greek’ to you or your 
skills are just rusty! 

 

Twinning Tree – Christmas Tree Festival  

(Wed 8 to Sun 12 December at the  
United Reformed Church, Lymington) 

Cherry Hayter and 
Lesley Pappini are 
heading a small 
team who will 
share their artistic 
ideas during 
November as they 
create decorations 
for our Tree.  LITA 
brochures will be 
placed underneath 
to bring some 
publicity. The Tree will be auctioned afterwards 
for Charity. Please go along and take a look at 
what they’ve done. If you’ve never been before, 
the display of so many trees is a lovely sight, and 
you’ll learn interesting things about the many 
organisations who’ve taken part. 

 
 

LITA MEMBERSHIP 2010-2011 

Thank you to all who paid their subscriptions 
promptly.  A new Members’ Telephone Contact 
List has been emailed or posted to you. 
Membership stands at 106 – slightly down on 
last year. We are keen to welcome new members, 
so please encourage friends and neighbours to 
contact me if they would like to join or receive 
more details and a Newsletter. 

Carolyn Miller 
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Mosbach News 

LITA’s next Mosbach trip – 
– 29 Sept to 3 Oct 2011 

Our next visit to Mosbach dates - Sept 29th to 
Oct 3rd 2011 - coincides with Germany’s 
Unification holiday weekend. A river trip and a 
visit to Heidelberg are likely to be on the 
programme. We expect our group to fly from 
Southampton to Frankfurt. We will let members 
know when Flybe are booking those dates and 
recommend the preferred flight number. Those 
members interested in joining in, please let us 
know now - by any means of communication! 

Mosbach Twinners’ visit 30 Sept to 3 Oct 2010 
Wet and windy weather failed to dampen the 
enthusiasm of our twenty-three guests from 
Mosbach. The group included four students who 
came as a reward for good performance in 
English at school. On the Friday a double-decker 
bus trip to Lyndhurst took most of them to the 
New Forest Centre, followed by lunch in the 
Verderers’ Court. Former Verderer Peter Frost 
described the centuries-old work of the 
Verderers.  

 
Mosbachers at the Verderer’s Court 

Forestry Commission ecologist Simon 
Weymouth then described the work restoring the 
meanders to a number of Forest streams, and 
the EU funding supporting this. In steady rain, 
Simon led the braver members of the group to 
the swollen Blackwater that had, as intended, 
spilled over its banks to fertilize the surrounding 
land with minerals.  

That evening guests and hosts took part in an 
international quiz and Fish & Chip supper at 
Lymington Community Centre. The Germans 
enjoyed the quiz as a novelty; they were 
particularly good at identifying photos of 
European stateswomen and statesmen. 

 

 
Blackwater floods   (photo Ulla Brinkmann) 

Many of the guests visited Lymington’s Saturday 
market before attending a Town Hall Reception 
given by Mayor Cllr Jan Hawker and other 
councillors. They spent the rest of the day with 
their hosts, many taking the opportunity of free 
entrance to the St Barbe’s Museum & Gallery, a 
walking tour quiz about Lymington, or a visit to 
the coast. In the evening, after a communal 
supper at Boldre Memorial Hall, they were 
wonderfully entertained by the Friday Girls from 
Brockenhurst, who sang a selection of songs, 
under the direction of Cynthia Wilson. 

On Sunday, hosts and guests toured 
Winchester under umbrellas, visiting the Great 
Hall and Round Table, the City Museum and 
the Cathedral. The rain stopped after lunch in 
time for a stroll along the Keats Walk to the 
Hospital of St Cross, where two of the Brothers 
gave an entertaining guided tour, followed by tea 
and homemade cake. 

 
Mosbach Twinners at St Cross  

(photo Ulla Brinkmann) 

The German visitors’ last day began with a coach 
journey to Hythe. In bright sunshine, they 
enjoyed the ferry trip to Southampton affording 
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a good view of a huge cruise ship. After a visit to 
the Maritime Museum, where most made a 
beeline for the Titanic display, they strolled past 
the Pilgrim Fathers’ memorial, the city walls and 
Westgate, Tudor House and Medieval Merchants 
Hall to La Esquina Tapas Bar. After an excellent 
buffet lunch, they headed off to Southampton 
Airport. 
Throughout the visit we were assisted by a 
number of LITA members, without whose help 
we could not have done it! 

Sheila & John Ward  
 

Informal Visits 
Gerhard Lauth, a former Oberbürgermeister of 
Mosbach, and his wife Brigitte spent a week in 
July attending an intensive English language 
course with LITA member Jacqui Massie at her 
Barton-on-Sea language school. The Lauths are 
spending two years working in Africa but hope to 
attend LITA’s 30th Anniversary celebrations in 
June on one of their European visits.  

A group from the Mosbach Rathaus, organised 
by Ursula Geier, visited the New Forest in June. 
Dave Miller researched Lymington’s history to 
give them a guided walking tour of the town, in 
German.  

Several members have enjoyed private visits to 
and from friends in our twin towns whom they 
first met through LITA. For the next Newsletter, 
please contact Dave Miller about such visits you 
might have made or hosted, and especially let 
him have any photos.  

Conversation Groups 

The new Beginners’ French conversation 
classes are progressing very well. The group 
meets every Tuesday morning at Lymington’s 
Brasserie Gerard under the tutelage of Rupama. 
(Unlike our informal language groups described 
above, this is a professionally conducted class). 
The class is full at the moment, but please 
contact Carolyn if you would like your name to 
go on the reserve list. 

Do you want to practice your Languages?  
Our conversation groups meet once a month: 

French breakfast; first Friday of the month at 
Le Blaireau in Brockenhurst. Please contact 
Diana to book. 

For Spanish come to the Tertulia; second 
Monday of the month; please contact Diana. 

For German conversation come to the 
Stammtisch; third Tuesday of the month at the 
Mayflower; Lymington. Contact Joan Wray 
(01590 682305) for details. 

 

 

Vitré News  
Lycée Jeanne d’Arc & Priestlands 

School link 
Around 50 students and 4 teachers from the 
Lycée Jeanne d’Arc de Vitré spent a day in 
Lymington during a week’s visit to Hampshire in 
October. They arrived at the Town Hall from 
Portsmouth, where they were staying.  We were 
rather mystified as to why they were staying in 
Portsmouth, but were told that their school uses 
a company that finds paid host families for the 
students.  Lymington area families are not 
recruited “… as it’s a wealthy area and people 
don’t need the money!!” 

The group were welcomed by the Mayor Jan 
Hawker who explained the work of the Town 
Council, and by Deputy Mayor Paul Hickman, 
who gave a slideshow presentation about 
Lymington in impeccable French.  Cheryl Blamey 
and Paul then led subgroups of the students for 
guided walking-tours of Lymington town.   

Meanwhile, Sheila Collyer and Diana Hastie 
joined Priestlands School staff Rosa Suarez 
(Head of Modern Languages) and Ellie Farr 
(Community Arts Manager) in their meeting with 
Lycée teachers Christine Betton and Cécile 
Chatelain.  Ideas for links between the schools, 
including pen friends, family exchanges and 
website links, were discussed 

We also promoted the idea of a joint artistic 
project for display at next year’s Lymington Arts 
Festival on the Linkage theme (see also p2) – to 
help celebrate our 30th Anniversary of Twinning. 
The project might be a Drawing with Light (pin 
hole camera work) exhibition of photos, or a 
display of Poetry embellished with artwork. 

During their stay, the students and teachers also 
visited Brockenhurst College, again with a view 
to arranging exchanges.  We are delighted that 
these contacts have been made, and hope they 
will develop further into long and fruitful 
relationships! 

Sheila Collyer 
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Social Secretary’s News 
Recent social events …… 
On 14th July we celebrated ‘la Fête Nationale’ 
in style when we took over part of Le Blaireau in 
Brockenhurst for a Bastille Day dinner with jazz, 
which was a great success (see  also page 1).  

 
LITA Summer Barbecue Now an annual event, 
LITA members enjoyed a wonderful summer’s 
day in the New Forest in August. After an 
excellent barbecue meal and the chance to catch 
up with friends, a variety of amusements were 
on offer: a map-led ‘treasure hunt’ in the Forest, 
boules and croquet. Let’s hope we’re blessed with 
excellent weather again next year. 

 
The Treasurer’s Cake 

Our Treasurer, Malcolm Eggleton, enjoyed the 
coincidence of the barbecue falling on his 
birthday: a wonderful ‘themed’ cake (made by 
Diana’s niece Julie O'Connell) was a highpoint of 
the excellent food produced for the event.  
LITA’s grateful thanks to Marilyn Ford and her 
helpers for a great day out (and over £200 raised 
for LITA). 

 
Forthcoming events …  
 
We’re re-launching our Spanish conversation 
group, the Tertulia, on Monday 8 November 
from 2.30pm (contact Diana) with a visit by local 
Spanish teacher, Brian Webber, who will start 
the session with a talk. If you would like to 
practise your Spanish, do come along. 

Kick your heels - and the festive season - off to a 
good start at our Christmas Dinner and Barn 
Dance on Sunday 5 December from 7pm to 
11pm. Join our Almansa visitors in an evening of 
music and dancing while enjoying a delicious 
Christmas dinner and puds. (Cost £14 pp wine 
included, £5 for under-16s). See the booking 
form included with the Newsletter for details and 
to reserve your place. 
Due to an unavoidable change in travel plans for 
our Almansa visitors, we have had to cancel the 
welcome concert by Lymington’s newest choir 
ZING! (directed by LITA member Tara Roberts) 
However, you can catch up with ZING! on Friday 
10 December when they’ll be appearing at the 
Help for Heroes event at Bournemouth Pier 
Theatre (phone 0759-7974536 for tickets, £30 
for 3-course dinner and concert, £10 for concert 
only).  

We’re grateful to LITA member Douglas Marcuse 
for offering to lead a bird-watching walk at 
Keyhaven on Friday 21 January (park in the 
car-park opposite the Gun Inn at 10.45am), 
which is bound to blow the cobwebs away. Wear 
stout shoes and bring binoculars if you have 
them. This will be followed by a pub lunch at the 
Gun Inn. Cost £5 for the walk, for the lunch, pay 
independently. Please let Diana know as soon as 
possible if you are interested in this event, and if 
you’ll be doing the walk, the lunch or both! 
Bookings are also open for our next 
Brockenhurst College lunch on Friday 11 

February. We reserve the whole restaurant – 
MJ’s - at the College and are served a delicious 
three-course lunch with coffee and petits fours by 
the catering students. It’s always a sociable and 
very popular occasion so do book early (contact 
Diana) Cost £14 to twinners, £15 for guests. 

Diana Hastie 

 

Who’s Who on the LITA Committee 
(and contacts for event details) 

Chairperson:  Cheryl Blamey 
 01590 681746 cblamey@lineone.net 

Deputy Chairman: Simon Hacking 
Hon Secretary:  Rosemary Marcuse 
Hon Treasurer: Malcolm Eggleton 
Vice-Chair, Vitré:  Sheila Collyer   
Vice-Chairs, Mosbach:  John & Sheila Ward 

01590 671205 sheilaward@talktalk.net 
Vice-Chair, Almansa:  Dilys MacKinnon 

01590 671188 dilysmackinnon@talktalk.net 
Social Secretary:  Diana Hastie  

01590 622578 dianahastie@tiscali.co.uk 
Membership Secretary:  Carolyn Miller  

 01590 645823 CarolynStBedes@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor: Dave Miller 

 DMille9226@aol.com  

 


